PUOC NHA NAM VA CUOC TRUNG CAU
TIEU THUYET (1931 - 1932)

Nguyén Thi Tric Bach

Vao nhitng ndim hai muoi ctia th€ ky XX, Puéc Nha Nam dugc lang bio Sai
Gon thira nhan 13 t3 bdo qudc ngit mang tu tudng ti€n bo, bénh vuc quyén 1di
quéc dan'. Nam 1973, trong cong trinh tai dung dién mao bio chi Viét Nam
tir khéi thdy d€n nim 1930, Huynh Vin Tong da x€p t6 bdo nay vao hang
ngll nhitng tJ bdo phia Nam c6 khuynh huéng chinh tri ddi 14p véi nha cim
quyén Phdp’.

Ngay 26 thing 9 nim 1928 t6 bdo qudc ngit Pudc Nha Nam chinh thitc ra
mat doc gid cd nude. Bdo phdt hanh dudc 59 so, ngdy 26 thdng 2 nim 1929,
thi “bi cdm luu hanh va tang trit trong dia phdn Trung Ky va Bde Ky™. Sau
hon chin nim hoat ddng, tG bdo dinh ban vao ngay 6 thing 7 nam 1937. Muc
dich va tdn chi clia bdo dudc cong khai & s6 dau tién. Pudéc Nha Nam tu
nguyén “lam mot ngon dudc chung ding roi khdp thanh thi thén qué, roi
cung nudc Viét Nam ddng yéu ddng mén”. Muc dich chinh 1 “qudn khai ddn
tri, chdn hung nghé nghiép, lam cho nudc giau ddn manh”. VG6i tu cdch 1a
mot cd quan ngdn ludn, t6 bdo tuyét doi ton trong “chii nghia Vé Tu, khong
bum miéng ké yéu, khong ciii diu theo ké manh, trudc sau mot long mot da
cong binh, khong binh tu lgi, chdng vi hiem riéng, 1Gy nhon nghia ma doi dai
vdi dong bao, 14y 1é nghi ma giao thiép cung dong nghiép”. Vi ngon dudc
tam huyét Ay “roi dan téc Annam cho ngoai bang thdy va coéng nhdn la mot
dén toc ddng sdnh vai cing cdc ddn téc khdc, chdng tiii hé vdi bon tiéng con
rong chdu tién™*. Nhin chung, muc dich va ton chi trén phan dnh phuong
huéng hoat dong tich cuc va thi€t thuc clia t§ bdo. Trong qud trinh hoat dong,

! Ghi nhan theo nha bio Nguyé&n Vin Ba. Thdan Chung. Nhu't bio nudc ta. S5 61. Ngay 3/4/1929.

2 Huynh Vin Tong. Lich sif bdo chi Viét Nam tir khdi thiy dén nam 1930. Tri Pang xuit ban, Sai Gon,
1973, tr 139-140.

3 Pudc Nha Nam. S& 59. Ngay 26/2/1929. (Ping phia trén manchette 5 bao)

* Puéc Nha Nam. Qudng cdo dong bao. S5 1. Ngay 26/9/1928.
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du khong it 1an thay ddi ngudi quin 1y, chl biit nhung Pudc Nha Nam vin
khong hé r5i xa dinh huéng ban diau. P6 ciing chinh 1a 1y do, tJ bdo luén
nhan dugc su quan tAm tif phia ban doc, ddm bdo con s& 10.000 bdn & mdi
ky phdt hanh. Tuy nhién, cdch cudn hit va giit chdn doc gid & mdi ngudi
qudn ly thi khong gidng nhau.

V6i Duong Vin Gido® - quan Iy Pudc Nha Nam tit s6 8 dén 86 (ngay
12/10/1928 dén 27/4/1929) chi truong “it chii trong vé duong vin chuong ma
lai cham lo vé duong phd thong tw tudng mdi”°. Gin nhu d6i lap v6i Duong
Vin Gido, Nguy&n Vin Sam’ chon cdch can ddi s6 trang mdi ky cho tit cd
cdc Iinh vuc. Ong quan niém t5 bdo 13 “co quan dé truyén bd va théng bdo
cho déng bao biét nhitng viéc gi xdy ra & trong nudc va & thé gidi, dé phd
thong nhitng vén dé vé chdnh tri, kinh t&, my thudt, van chuong; dé gidng ciiu
moi viéc cé quan hé téi nén tdn héa ciia nhon quan xd héi”g. C6 thé thay,
ong thira nhan vin chuong 1a mdt trong nhitng phidn muc cian dugc quan tim
khai thdc d€ cudn hit doc gia.

Vé phuong dién vin hoc, k€ tir khi Nguyén Vin SAm va Nguyén Phan Long
qudn 1y, chd nhiém Pudc Nha Nam, bdo c6 nhiéu hoat dong nhim hudng
dén thi hi€u doc gia Nam B duong thdi. Chinh nhitng hoat dong vin hoc
clia bdo di g6ép phan khong nhd vao cong cudc phat tri€n qudc vin. Pudc
Nha Nam thu hit doc gid bing nhitng bod ti€u thuyét dai ky clia mot sd nha
vin ndi ti€ng duong thdi nhu H6 Bi€u Chanh (Ning gdnh cang thuong -
khéi ding thang 5/1930; Con nha nghéo - kh&i ding 1/12/1930, két thic
9/3/1931), Vién Hoanh (Thién Iy ma - khgi ding 10/3/1931, két thic
2/6/1931), Hong Tiéu (Hoa sen cifa Phit - khGi ding 17/12/1930, két thiic
24/2/1931), CAm Tam (Mang bac long son - khdi ding 14/3/1932, két thic

® Ghi nhan theo Puéc Nha Nam. HF tin. S5 8 ngay 12/10/1928. Duong Vin Gido 1a mot tri thitc ndi ti€ng
duong thdi. Ong titng séng & Chau Au 6 nim; Tién si khoa Kinh t&, Chinh tri va Ludt; Thi khoa Hinh ludt
tai trudng Cao ding Paris; tic gid clia 3 quyén sich bing Phap vin: Péng Duong trong con dai ndo, Thé
cdch cdc xit cia Pai Phdp bdo ho ¢ Péong Duong, Luit hinh tai Péng Duong.

® Puéc Nha Nam. Chii nghia va chuong trinh Puéc Nha Nam. S5 9. Ngay 16/10/1928.

" Nguyén Vin Sam - quin Iy Pudc Nha Nam tir thing 4/1930. Ong titng 12 ky gid cta t3 La Trubune
Indigéne va 1a HOi trudng HOi 4i hitu bdo gidi Nam Ky (Association Amicale des Journalistes de
Cochinchine). Hoi thanh thanh 1ap theo nghi dinh ctia Toan quyén Pdng Duong Albert Sarraut ngay
8/9/1917. Sinh thdi, dng tich cuc tham gia trong cdc phong trao khiang Phdp tai Sai Gon. Ngay 10/10/1947
dng bi sdt hai trén chuyé&n xe buyt tir Sai Gon vé Chd Lén.

8 Puéc Nha Nam. MAy 167 néi ddu. S5 1. Ngay 16/4/1930.
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21/3/1932; Gidc méng xuin - khdi ding 22/3/1932, két thic 9/4/1932)... Bén
canh, Puéc Nha Nam con t6 chitc cudc trung ciu ti€u thuyé&t. PAy 1a mot
trong nhitng hoat dong vin hoc rit c6 y nghia dbi véi tién trinh hién dai hoa
Vin hoc Viét Nam n6i chung, mién Nam néi riéng .

Ngay 2 thang 12 nim 1931 trén Pudc Nha Nam s& 482 phat ddng cudc trung
cAu tiéu thuyét. Bdo xdc dinh 10 “khdng phdi la cudc thi, ma chi la cdch nho
nhiéu ban viét giip roi bon bdo lua chon ldy b nao xitng y hon hét dé hién
doc gid”. SO tién 200$00 sé& trao cho tdc gid c6 bd tiéu thuyé&t duge bio binh
chon 12 hay nhit. Cudc trung cAu ndy nhim hai chii dich chinh: Thi nhat -
phét hién guong mit viin hoc mdi, mang dén ti€p nhan mdi cho doc gid yéu
thich ti€u thuyét qudc ngit. Thit hai - khuyé&n khich ban lang vin manh dan
sdng tidc. Ban gidm khdo gém sdu nhan su clia Puéc Nha Nam: ba ngudi
trong ban bién tip, ba ngudi trong ban tri su. Mdi tic phAm du tuyén sé& dugc
sau gidm kh3o 1an lugt khdo duyét va chdm di€m.

V& phia cdc tic phdm tham gia cudc trung cAu phdi thda ba diéu kién nhu
sau:

1/ Su tich la mét chuyén di tinh & xda hoi ta hién thoi, trong sach, cao thuong
ma chuyén cé thé tin la cé dugc (kiéng cit nhitng chuyén bia phép, ddanh vé,
dam 6, mé tin). Viét van dé dang, ding nhiéu chit Viét qudc ngit cho ding
chitng nao cang hay chitng dy.

2/ Viét it ldm ciing la 300 truong gidy hoc tro (papier d écolier) dung thit c6
hang gach scn (viét mot mdt gidy).

3/ Han trong hai thdng, ké tir bita nay dén ngay 3/2/1932 (sau ngay dy bon
bdo binh duyét trong vai tudn, la dua khodn thit ta cho nguoi triing cdch va
tiéu thuyét thi ding bdo lién, diang xong roi, ban quyén vé phdn tdc gid.’

Du ki€n ban diu, thdi han nhin tic phAm du tuyén dén ngay 3/2/1932, song
thuc t&€ viéc ti€p nhin kéo dai d&€n ngay 31/3/1932. Trong khodng thdi gian
gin ba thdng, ban t6 chifc nhian dugc 38 ban thio tiéu thuyét cla ban viét
vin mién Nam. Tuy nhién, trong s& 38 tdc phdm chi c6 19 tic phAm tuidn thi
ding quy cdch cudc trung cau, sd con lai bi loai vi pham quy. Theo két qui
khdo duyét 1an thit nhat, ba tic phAim dudc ddnh gid xuat sic nhat: Hon miu

9 Pudc Nha Nam. 200800, S5 483. Ngay 3/12/1931.



b6 roi ciia Phan Huin Chuong, Péng tién phi nghia cia Vong Van, Song
tinh cia CAm Tam. Tuy nhién, Pudc Nha Nam chi c6 mdt phan thudng duy
nhA't. Vi th€, ban t6 chiic quyé&t dinh mdi sdu vi giam khdo ngdi doc lai ba tic
phd&m va bd phi€u binh chon. Pudc Nha Nam, s& 597, ngay 2 thang 5 nim
1932 chinh thic cong b6 Hon mdu bo roi ctia Phan Hudn Chuong nhan gidi
thudng 200$00 v4i s& phi€u binh chon 14 4/6 (Péng tién phi nghia ducc 1/6
phi€u va Song tinh dudc 1/6 phi€u).

Nhitng ai 1a doc gid cia Pudc Nha Nam trude khi cudc trung cau tiu thuyét
dién ra, chic chin khong xa la véi hai cay biit ti€u thuy&ét CAm TAm va Vong
Van. Nhung vdi Phan Huian Chuong thi khdc hidn, tén tudi ciia dng dugc biét
dé&n k& tir khi tic phdm Hon mau bo roi doat gidi thudng Pudc Nha Nam.

Phan Hu&dn Chuong tén thit 1a Phan Vin Ti. Ong sinh nim 1900, m4t nim
1943; nguyén quén tai lang Thiéng Ditc tinh Vinh Long. Vi xuit thin tir gia
dinh ngheéo, dong anh em, nén viéc hoc ciia Phan Huadn Chuong bi dang d& &
nim tht ba bac trung hoc. Trong khodng thdi gian nghi hoc 1am thay gido,
ong dit bt 1am tho, vi€t vin. Rat ¢6 thé, Hon mdu bo roila tic pham diu
tay cia ong. Nam 1939, ti€u thuyé&t Tan tdc cia Phan Huin Chuong dugc
gidi thudng vin chuong ctia Ty Luc Vin Poan. C6 thé néi, 6ng 13 ngudi cé
“duyén” vdi nhitng gidi thudng van hoc. Bén canh hai tic pha&m vin xuoi,
ong con c6 tap thd mang tén Hudn Chuong thi tip xuit bin vao nhitng nim
ba muoi. So véi mdt s& nha vin duong thdi nhu Lé Hoing Muu, H6 Bi€u
Chédnh, Phi Bic, Nam DPinh Nguyén Thé Phudng..., nhitng nha vin trudng
thanh va hoat dong trong moi trudng bdo chi, Phan Huadn Chuong it tham gia
hoat dong bdo chi. Thi thodng doc gid mdi bt gip tén 6ng dudi nhitng bai
vi€t mang tinh cAm hitng hon 13 tinh chuyén nghiép nhu Van dé sifa diu chiy
quéc ngit trén Pubéc Nha Nam, s6 629 ngdy 11/6/1932 hay mdt vai bai tho
ding trén tuan bio Tdn Vin, Thé Gisi Tan Viin.

Sau khi cong bd két qua cudc trung cau ti€u thuyét, ngdy 17 thing 5 nim
1932, Budc Nha Nam khéi ding tic phAim Hon mzdu bé roi Tic phAm ding
tai trén 90 k¥ bdo (tr s6 607 d&€n 697). Noi dung truyén ké vé dng ba Hoang
Canh Thanh & Vinh Long c6 ngudi con trai 1a Hoang Canh Du. Canh Du hoc
trudng Tay hoc. Sau khi t6t nghiép trung hoc, anh vé lam gido vién § Bén
Tre. Tai day, thinh thodng anh d&€n nha thay gido Tran Thién TAm hoc thém
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chit Nho. Thay Thién TAm sdng biing nghé hot thudc, day hoc, tinh tinh don
hau. Vo thidy mat, thiy song véi ¢d con gdi 1a Kim Phung. Cdnh Du va Kim
Phung yéu nhau. Anh viét thu vé nha xin phép cudi Kim Phung nhung cha
me chdi tr vi dd chon ngudi 1am vg anh. Cadnh Du bi giding co giita chi¥ tinh
va hi€u. Cudi ciing, Cadnh Du lia xa Kim Phung khi nang c6 thai véi anh dugc
tdim thdng. Pa tré chiao ddi, Kim Phung dit tén con Tran Hoang Luong.
Hoang Luong dugc gin mot tudi thi Kim Phung mat. Ong Thién TAm ging
sttc nudi ning Hoang Luong. Nim Hoang Luong 1én tdm, 6ng Thién TaAm
qua doi. Hoang Luong phiéu lac khip noi, 4p u hy vong tim gip cha.

Sau khi chia tay v6i Kim Phung, Canh Du chuyén cong tic d&€n Gia Pinh. He
nim 4y vé qué, Cadnh Du tuin theo 15i cha me két hdn véi Thi Dung, con gdi
ong Phan Nguyén Vin Lam & Can Tho. S6ng v6i nhau dugc it 1au, Thi Dung
ngoai tinh véi cau tw Hdi. Canh Du va Thi Dung tir bd nhau. That vong trudc
sy d6 vd cla gia dinh — cha me mat, vd chong ly tan, Cadnh Du bd xif ra Ha
Nbi ding ky hoc Ban Cong chinh, Ban Luc bd trudng Cao ding. Sau khi @6
tht khoa trudng Cao dang Ha Noi, Canh Du trd vé qué nha tinh c¢d nhin lai
dita con 12 Hoang Ludng nhd c6 sdi diy chuyén gin hinh Kim Phung - Canh
Du va biic thy ma Kim Phung da viét d€ lai truc khi lia tran. Vén 1a trudc
ldc 1am chung, 6ng Thién Tam da trao tin vat nay cho Hoang Luong va 1au
nay n6 luén deo trén minh. Tr diy, Cdnh Du quyét nudi day con nén ngudi.
Vé phan Thi Dung, sau khi bi cau tu Hai lira gat ca tinh 14n tién, nang tim
dén C4nh Du xin tht tdi va ty tim dén cdi chét.

Ra ddi vao nhitng nim ba muoi, Hon mdu bo roi c6 sic cudn hit doc gia
duong thdi. HAp luc clia tic pham hién hitu trén cd hai phuong dién noi dung
va nghé thuit. C6t truyén chd y&u tdi hién nhitng tinh hudng rat gan véi cudc
song doi thudng. Qua d6, tdc gid mot mit 1én 4n ha tuc gia dinh 4p dit tinh
yéu, hon nhan cho con cdi va té théi phan bdi trong ddi sdng vo chdng; miit
khdc, ca ngdi cudc sdng nghia tinh va thly chung ctia nhitng con ngudi nhian
hau. “Cho hay thudc vé tinh sit ma dién td du Ié nhdn qud bdo vng ciing cé
thé lam bai hoc hay cho nguoi doi va cé thé lam cdi cét dé chdng giit cho cdi
ldu phong héa 16t dep vdy”. S& di tic gid cd ging dung nap va thé hién noi
dung truyén trén cd hai mit Tot — Xau vi dng quan niém: “cdi guong t6t dem
biéu duong cho thién ha soi, la tdt nhién; song cdi guong xdu ciing can phdi
pho bay cho nguoi ta ngdm nita; t6t nén soi ma xdu ciing nén soi. Mot bén soi
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dé bdt chudc, mot bén soi dé rdan minh. A/y, hai bén ciing nén soi cd, thi cing
nén phoé bay c¢d”'°. Tac phim c6 161 din truyén hap din, k&t cdu chit ché.
Céch hanh vin dit khodt v6i 161 vin bién ngiu, vin phong mang ding dip
hién dai. Truyén dugc chuyén tdi bing giong vin thuAin Nam B0, chinh cich
hanh vin nhe nhang, dung di va khiic chi€t da tao nén “duyén ngim” cho tic
pham.

Nhin chung, cudc trung ciu tiéu thuyét ctia Pudc Nha Nam (1931 - 1932)
xitng ddng dudc ddnh gid 12 nghiém tic va hiéu qud. V6i muc dich tim ki€m
guong mit vin hoc mdi va kich thich sdng tic, cudc trung cau tic phadm da
c6 nhitng déng g6p hitu ich ddi vdi tién trinh van dong va phdt trién vin xudi
qudc ngit Nam Bo. K&t qud cudc trung cau da dem dén cho lang vin cich
nhin lac quan vé ddi ngii v ning lyc sdng tic § phia Nam. Thong qua cudc
van dong sdng tac, Pudc Nha Nam gép phan khing dinh nhitng tdc dong tich
cuc clia bdo chi ddi v6i vin hoc qudc ngit giai doan dau thé ky XX.

19 Phan Hudn Chuong. Hon mau bé roi. Nxb Téng hgp Tién Giang, Tién Giang, 1989, tr 6.
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